SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
itself by means of the machinery of democracy. These
speculations only reveal the incompleteness of Marxism.
On the other hand, no scientific categories of any kind
can predict the actual course of history, and the
incompleteness of all other modes of interpretation is
even more manifest* Marxism enables us to see the
class setting and the mode of material evolution of
capitalism itself. Within this setting and this mode of
evolution, American society must evolve, and the
degree of bloodshed that "will mark the inevitable
revolution will depend upon the degree of misery into
which the American people will be plunged in the
final crisis of capitalism. More than that our know-
ledge of Marxism makes it impossible to predict.
In England, the stages of development of the modes
of production, with their corresponding super-
structure of Utopias and ideologies, their historical
perspectives, as we have called them, have evolved not
without bloodshed, a long civil war, many peasant
revolts and a thousand strikes, but never, on account of
a series of accidents including the discovery of America
and the steam engine, has the standard of living been
reduced so low as to create the conditions of a major
revolution. Yet England, on account of the precarious
nature of her dependence upon markets protected by
the ingenious devices of imperialism, by the tenuous
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